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The JSoirbarous and Shocking Death by

the Axe, Which Recalls the Darkest Days
Mediaeval Torture, and Whichor

Mas Just: Been Suffered by Two
Women in Modern Germany

Ratibor, Germany, February 1914.
AX event that hab Jus* occurred in tnls o!d Prus¬

sian town will remind the civilized world thut
Lho brutal medinev method of execution by the

axe Is still practised In Germany.
Still more startling is the fact that this roediaevc.1

punishment la inflicted upon women.
Two young women, Joseplia Kubnoka and Frnnziska

Kinimer, have boon beheaded In the prison here.
Josepha Kubacka was condemned to deith for the
murder of her husband. She alleged that ho ill treated
!ht brutally. She was convicted of putting poison in
his coffee.
The other woman, Franr.iska Zlmraer, was convicted

of murdering her stepmother. She also employed
poiwn in commit ng h<».- crime. In her defense it was

i; ;1 - elder woman had abused her and kepther wi1.in it ft :-d.
Both won.en were condemned to death after long

trials. In v. ,.!) their lawyers pointed out eloqm-n;lythat the c:;i. it;i 1 j u: .-hnn :;t of women had been prac¬
tically abolished in most civilized countries and set
f irth ail t. e philosophical and scientific arguments in
favor of pi: 'h a coure.

Tin? t y.nt w;i ilxed to take pinee between sunset
of one day and sun: of the ne.\". The scene was the
hall of tl.o an<*!« "it baronial castle which now serves as
the jail ->r K:ribor. VI < x< cniionor was a looal butcher,
chosen for hi? dreadful task because of the si.ill acquired
in chopnlng ;> animal bodies with his axe and cleaver
in his dally occupation.
The r>.. utlnner e:i <> to 'he castle r.t four o'clock in

tho morning, v.;. a li was still pitch-dark. The hour was
chosen ;o prevent n crowd from gathering about the
.prison. In accordance with official regulations tho exe¬
cutioner wore full evening dress. He carried the imple¬
ment of his dreadful oft'loo in a long black bag. It Is a
peculiarly -haped a v. having a * erv long, heavy blade-
its length is twelve inches. It is very heavy, so that tht
executioner may deal an Irresistible blow with it, and, toadd to i s we-i'ht as it falls, a qunntlty of quicksilver
runs thromv the h 'How handle. It is carefully designed
to enable .):¦< .>.- -r to main- an accurate stroke with it.
A block of solid oak was placed '.n the centre of (hecastle hall. Before it was arranged a black cushion, onwhich the e ridemned would kneel. The top of the block'was higher on tho side nearer tin* cushion, so that itwould throw the nek resting upon it into prominence.The executioner covored liia face with a black maskbefore the prisoners were brought into his presence.Josepha Kubacka was the first brought, from her cell.She struggled fearfully, and it required the efforts offour stalwart keepers te carry her to the "block.Tin- k epers had offered her brandy, ;,s accordancewith custom, expecting that this would deaden her sensesto the ordeal before her, but she refused this solace.All the way the fought the keepers like a tigress, al¬though be r bands were tied behind her back. A clergy¬man :n '' panb'd her, h tiding a crucifix before* her andurging her to repent and pray for forgiveness. S?hopaid no heed to him, but kept shrieking: "1 don't wantto die. if 1 hadn't killed him. he would liav killed mo"Wlvn the keepers had curried her to the Mock, itwas j H-essarv to throw her head over it : ml hold herin that pe.-ltion. Her long, ruddy hair was drawn for¬ward ami her round full neck then lay oipo.-ed andfr>o from obstructions on the raised part of tho block.The e\e ".nioner took no part until the neck was Inthe position he desired. Then he raised his axe do-l;b-Taw-ly. It fell quickly, the stroke ending with adull crunching sound. The remains were removed Intoan adjoining room. Tho sawdust which had beenliberal;y scattered round the bloek was swept tin andrenewed. All was in readiness for the next execution.The second woman. Franziska Zimmer, behaved verydifferently ii m the Jirst. lHmbtless her terrors hallI -en merer.- .-d by hear'.tig the other's brick's. "Whenshe w:o 1 rought abom she was nearly lifeless, and thepers wen «.»". >*.-«! to carry her limp body to thol i ci In reply to tl .. ministrations of the clergyman,she move ! h(ir lip faintly.

1 e lu-fi'eis placed her limp form ort the block citnlthe e\ . -icr per(ortnet) bis task.
Tho: e v. ho were lnvi'ed t;« witness the execution, in-c. .: ! *>\ spupe <*. >ri"« pomleats, .loctors and a num¬ber >>* prop r. i.t. citizen agreed that whatever might! said a-.-a'rist beheading, :! oertainb the mo.'..-....::y;;ig ;or:n oi the death ],».:.n:t>. that could be imag-
f o th« ton irn witnesses the scene was. a mo.it aston-Isl.i-.'." ami horrifying re i m ctmeut of the historictragedies of^he Tower oJ I^oudon, about which tliey

It made them think ot the exeet.tloia of Henry VlU.'ebeautiful young Queen Anne libera, dragged to theblock at the command of tin? jen orn £\:id flokle huebar.d.They thought what it. muut havo \o oce that neck,said to bp the most beautiful '» Ete?'3.ad, that necklilled win tbe Hfe-Mood of tho mo fit cc»QV.c'tive beauty of*iu* court, severed by the executioner's axe.
They thought of the venerable Countess of Salisbury,upward of eighty years old, who fought with the execu¬tioner'a assistants until they forced her head on thoblock and the headsman hacked it off. They thought of

poor Lady Jane Grey, beheaded in her sixteenth year; ofMary, Queen of Scots, condemned to the block by herown cousin and fellow Queen.
They thought of Joan of Arc, of the Marquise do Brui-
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li'O C»-Milan Hospital, director of
the work. .'For t-aeh arm, l«<'f
fr.mk movement Mm :>k is ru< ;>j. ..ra¬
ni wiiioh I in an .. - « f i.- lul.instiu-'iii.
:ni:ip'nl (n tin- <ii>ai>>:!:; .11 eeuditi"!i
:i o\v of I In* :n.; i \. i .\orr:.';o of a cer¬
tain .^roup <>. iu!'.-.''
"The resistiin c t.« bo ovoivume is

uiruratoly Known and can to in-

. .:!s< <; or ilimini-lird as occasion re*
quiiv*. In :i!l tlicM* machines the
part !<> 1k> cNcrciscrt i a«lju<tol
viuit tli'" ini'vh;;4 joint is in exact lim-
with {Iu- !>.;!>. of the machine. This
i~ i:m:t'.ut. if insures the i
pliysiiiio^ic:ii action of the muscles."
Among the trades which the < Tip-pics arc taught are cabinet-making.

metal l)o;ii inf,\ onpravintr, <lrnwin\r.
basket :i 11 <i wicker furniture makiin;
ami leaded ula.-swork.

I'eeause of 111>.. iiitinniUes of the
Workers, special tools mut machines
have been devised to enable them Jo
(urn out a product equal to th.'it of
their more fortunate <-om|x*tifors.

in one of the ph-tures on tids page
men who have lost an arm are shown

.working on glass mosaic work. Whereas a
fully equipped workman would hold a pieceof glass in one hand and break it with the
other, opeeial clamps operated fl>y foot areused by these cripples to take the place oftheir missing arms.
Some of them still have their arms, but tho

use of them ia restricted through paralysis orother defects. Tbes«» students are taueht how

rmlcss Men W orking in t,i.c 'Jluss Mosaic Kyom. Specially Cleansed Clamps Arc Used to Take the Place of Missing Hands.Copyright, ion, M' tho ?tar Company. Croat Britain Rights Itescrveo.

¦m overcome their handicaps by em¬
ploying tIn* special devices construct¬ed u» help them.
Their work is naturally slow, butthe finished product is equal tQ that

turned our by normal workmen.Men with weak or missing lops "butstrong arms and bonds rapidly be¬
come experts at reedwork. In thisclass orders are taken for repair workoutside of the school.
The directors of this school realize

tnat. besides teaching these unfortu¬nates a trade it 1s essential to inspirethecn with hope. Held back by theirphysical limitations.hopeless becausehelpless.it is natural that the crippleshould drift into an abnormal mentalcondition unless constantly encour¬age*!. The growth of cheerfulness
among the students at this school is
one of the most gratifying and prom¬ising achievements of the institution.
The intention Is to give willing,healthy young men who are handi¬

capped by some deformity an oppor¬tunity to learn a trade, and to givethis In assistance and not as a char-tiy. For this reason, pupils are for¬
bidden to receivo any aid from visi¬
tors. They are trained to become
scif-supporting, self-respecting mem¬bers of society.
The produej of the pupils is of¬fered for sale from time to time.

vllliers, most terrible of poisoners; of Queen Marie An¬toinette, and of the countless other women. Rood and
bad, who had been done to death, often with horrible
tortures, In other days.
Executions of women have occurred more frequentlyin Germany than, in any other civilized country In re¬

cent years.
An execution which attracted much attention wasthat of Greto Heier, at Freiberg, In Saxony, in 1909.She was n very handsome and accomplished youngwoman and the daughter of the Mayor of Freiberg.She murdered her fiance with remarkable heartiessnessand deliberation.
The infliction of the death penalty upon a woman isevidently becoming a rare occurrence in the civilizedworld and there are many reformers who say that itshould be stopped even before the total abolition ofcapital punishment, [n the T'nited States, the sentenc¬ing of a woman to death, which rarely happens as of¬ten as once in a year, always arouses a storm of protestfrom humanitarians, but it would be rash to say thatthe States are soon to relieve women from the supremepenalty altogether.
In France no woman is ever sent to the guillotine,although the law permits it. Italy follows the sameexample. In Russia capital punishment, except undermartial law, has been abolished.
In England women are still subject to the deathpenalty and rne was executed last year, but Uin courtstend to show more leniency toward the weaker sex.In the half-civilized countries of the East women

are punished more severely for their offences tliau
men. These people are still living in the Middle Ages.For Instance, in Persia recently a woman was stoned
to death for bigamy, an act which In a man would havebeen no crime.

In the year 1912 there was no execution of a womanin any civilized country of Europe or America, and thisled humanitarians to expect that the practise wouldcease altogether, but they were mistaken.Those who oppose the infliction o:' capital "punish¬ment on women base their position generally on th»gentler and weaker constitution of the fair sex andthe fact that man stands in the attitude of fi protectortoward woman. We do not inflict, the deatli penalty upon,little children, and for the same reason we should notinflict it on women. It is also urged that it is atrociousto execute a being who is or may become a mother.Tbe records prove that, woman is less frequently acriminal than man, hut on the other hand some womencommit crimes which for rold-blooded cruelty cannotbe surpassed. Indeed, there seems ground. for argn-ing that more exceptionally cruel murders are com¬mitted by women than by men.
Mavelock Ellis, an excellent English authority onfundamental sex characteristics, has explained thedifferences In the criminality of men and women veryinterestingly:
"The forms of criminality Into which women mosteasily fall are the subtlest (iike poisoning) and alsoihe more domestic forms. Murders, assaults, burglaries,thefts, commercial crimes.as well as the so-calledpolitical crimes.are comparatively rare among women,in Italy, for 100 men who commit any one of theso of¬fenses the proportion of women is from six to below one."Poisoning, on the other hand, is a characteristicallyfeminine erimina* method. In Greek days, Euripidesmakes Medea say that poison is the form of murder inwhich women excel, and they have retained that pre¬eminence ever since. Jn France th3 proportion is aboutsix women to thre or four men, so that about two-thirds of detected cases of poisoning are by women.In Italy, for evqry 100 men found guilty of poisoningthere are 123 women.
"Infanticide is the crime in which women stand nutin greatest contrast to mon; in Italy, for example, torevery 300 men guilty of infanticide, tlioro are' 47rwomen.
"Women, as Quetelet Ion? since remarked, are do¬mestic criminals; this is simply because the homo oc¬cupies so large a Held in their life generally; evenagainst their own children, and apart from infanticide,women commit crimes somewhat more frequently thanIhe fathers. This lias been tho experience of the So¬ciety for the Protection of Children, which in yearobtained convictions against 347 lathers andmothers. The crimes of women are usually moremarked by cruelty than tlioso of men."


